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QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 8141 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, TH 

SUBJECT: DRUG TRAFFICKER SUMMARILY EXECUTED 
REF: (A) BANGKOK 6659: (B) BANGKOK 6554 

1 . DRUG TRAFFICKER CH'EN TING- YEN (AKA THAWON UDOMLUDET, 
THAWON SAE KOW, AH KAN. AND ENG CHU) WAS SUMMARILY 
EXECUTED AT 6:32 AM ON APRIL 15. PRIME MINISTER THANIN 
KRAIWICHIAN ORDERED THE EXECUTION, USING FOR THE FIRST 
TIME HIS POWERS UNDER ARTICLE 21 OF THE INTERIM CONSTITU- 
TION TO PUNISH SUMMARILY PERSONS FOUND TO HAVE COMMITTED 
SERIOUS OFFENSES THREATENING THE COUNTRY'S STABILITY AND 
LAW AND ORDER. HE HAD EARLIER STATED PUBLICLY THAT HE 
WOULD USE ARTICLE 21 TO DEAL WITH LARGE SCALE DRUG 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 088857 

TRAFFICKERS, KILLER-RAPISTS AND ARSONISTS. THANIN 
ORDERED THE EXECUTION AFTER RECEIVING THE APPROVAL OF 
THE CABINET AS WELL AS THE PRIME MINISTER'S ADVISORY 
COUNCIL, AS REQUIRED BY THE CONSTITUTION. 

2. CH'EN ARREST ON MARCH 25 WAS REPORTED IN REFTEL 
ACCORDING TO DEA, CH'EN IS ONE OF THE TEN LARGEST DRUG 
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TRAFFICKERS IN ASIA. SEE REF B FOR DETAILS. 

3. COMMENT: THE PRIME MINISTER'S DECISION TO USE HIS 
SUMMARY POWERS UNDER ARTICLE 21 TO ORDER THE EXECUTION 
OF A DRUG TRAFFICKER STRONGLY UNDERLINES HIS DETERMINA- 
TION TO PRESS THAILAND'S FIGHT AGAINST NARCOTICS AND TO 
DEAL HARSHLY WITH MAJOR DRUG TRAFFICKERS. THE EFFECT OF 
HIS ACTION WAS DRAMATICALLY HEIGHTENED BY THE TIMING OF 
THE EXECUTION-RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 1977 US EAST 
ASIAN NARCOTIC CONFERENCE. 

WHITEHOUSE. 

UNQUOTE VANCE. 
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